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Three catering students Emma Payne, Chelsea Comerford 
and Oliver Nicholls took part in a fund raising event at John 
Lewis department store in Milton Keynes. The catering 
groups at Guilsborough baked cakes for the students to take 
and these where used at a tea party for John Lewis staff to 
raise money for Contact the Elderly. In all £65 was raised. 
The students helped to serve the refreshments, chatted to 
staff and where shown around the catering facilities. All 
three students thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 
 Mrs Hales, DT Department 

GSCE Geography DME Revision Classes  
 

The GCSE Geography DME exam will be on Friday 29th 
January (the exam is worth 30% of the final GCSE grade).  
In preparation for the exam there will be revision sessions 
on the following days: 
 

ü Wednesday 13th January 
ü Wednesday 20th January 
ü Wednesday 27th January 

 

The sessions will run from 3.20pm to 4.15pm in B 11 
 

Mr Piggot, Head of Humanities 

 Get Set 2012 
 

Guilsborough school has 
developed a student led 
Olympic group called Get Set 
2012. The group is made up of 
30 students from Years 7 to 12 
who meet to raise the profile of 
the Olympic games being 
hosted by London in 2012.  
 

Our students have written a 
development plan for the year.  The focus for last half term 
was an Olympic flag competition for Years 7 to 9, won by 
8MLN, and this term an Olympic Art competition for all years. 
The winning six designs will be painted on the walls in B block 
canteen and the images will reflect either the winter or 
summer Olympic games. 
 

The group are also taking photos of students and these 
photos will be used to make a display of the Olympic rings and 
will represent the idea that everyone has opportunities within 
the Olympic movement.  
 

The Get Set 2012 students have organised interviews with 
students and selected year group representatives who will be 
linked to a subject so they can help advise heads of 
department on how to raise the profile of the Olympic games 
via their subjects.  Get Set 2012 students have also visited 
primary schools. 
 

As a result of this work, the Olympic education team have 
awarded Guilsborough with Get Set Network status which 
means that we can use the London 2012 Olympic logos and 
that we have been awarded with a plaque (to be displayed in 
reception).  Also, we will have the opportunity to develop a 
video of what we are doing which will be shown on the 
massive video screens being erected in major cities around 
the country. We will also be offered exclusive opportunities 
and competitions. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about the London 2012 
Olympics visit their websites at -  
www.london2012.com 
www.getset.london2012.com 
www.olympic.org 
We also have a facebook account which is ñGet Set 2012ò 
please have a look to see what we are doing month by month!  

Mr Dobson, Assistant Head 

The first meeting of the new photography club will take place 
on 19th January in A4 at lunch time, and every Tuesday from 
then on. Students interested in developing their 
photographic skills are welcome.  
ü Learn to get the most out of your own camera. 
ü Use digital SLRs to get professional results. 
ü Join after school workshops covering a range of skills. 
ü Use Photoshop to edit and improve your images. 
ü Competitions and trips.  

If you like taking photos and want to wow your friends and 
family with some stunning images that you have taken 
yourself, this could be the club for you!                   Mr Carter 

NOT on the Verge  
If you are dropping off or collecting students please 
could we ask that you do not park on the grass verges 
as these are being destroyed.  Thank you. 

http://www.london2012.com
http://www.getset.london2012.com
http://www.olympic.org


 

 
 

Visit our website - www.guilsborough.northants.sch.uk 

 

Students in Year 8 and 10 will be having their second 
injection  to help prevent cervical cancer on Thursday 
morning 21st January 2010.  A few students who missed out 
on previous injections in other year groups will also be able 
to attend.  I will be collecting students from Year 8 and 10 
during the morning and all students need to remain in their 
lessons.  
 

Mrs Palmer, Medical Co-ordinator 

Now and Then  
 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/
newsid_8435000/8435076.stm 

 

The above link shows a comparison between English 
Literature Examination papers - GCSE level.  Teachers in 
the English Department feel that the demands of the 2009 
paper are more rigorous than the older paper.  It is clear 
that the students now require the skills of discussion and 
synthesis, unlike the 1937 paper which was mostly 
comprehension.  This evidence would seem to be an 
antidote to the usual claims of ódumbing-downô and the 
tendency of the press to disparage the successes of our 
students each year at results time, insisting that 
examinations are now ótoo easyô. 
 

Mrs Ellis, English Department 

 

We will be carrying out attendance monitoring 
within the next few weeks. Do you know your 
childôs current attendance percentage? Is it 
above 95%? Research suggests that 17 
missed school days a year = GCSE grade 
DROP in achievement (DfES).  The greater the 
attendance, the greater the achievement. Some suggested 
ways you can help improve attendance: 

1. Find out regularly your child's absence (ask for half 

days if easier) and check this matches with your own 
record. 

2. Talk regularly with your child about school and how they 

feel about it. More likely to attend if they feel supported 
and anxieties listened to. 

3. Phone us as soon as possible to tell us why your child is 

absent, and when you expect them to return. Putting the 
school number in your phone can save you time. Know 
the school routine for alerting you to absence. 

4. Only grant days at home for genuine illness (you will 

know!!) 

5. Avoid taking holidays in school time 

6. Know routines of the school day to avoid issues, eg 

have they got their PE kit? 

7. If you have concerns ring us ï we will check attendance 

and be discreet. 
PRAISE AND REWARD GOOD ATTENDANCE - even 
small successes, eg going in promptly, even when first 
lesson is their worst! 
Please help us and your child by ensuring their attendance 
remains above 95%, allowing them to achieve their 
potential.  

Mrs Reading, Assistant Head 

 

YEAR 8 performing with CHINESE ACROBATS 
Wednesday, 10th February 2010 - 7.00pm 

Year 8 students will be performing with  
Chinese acrobats as a culmination to a fortnightôs 

work relating to China. 

Tickets will be available soon 

 
Science Exam Results  
Year 10 and 11 Science Module results for the 
November exams will be released on Thursday 14th 
January 2010.   The deadline for students to enter 
to  re-sit any exams is Friday 22nd January.  Entries 
must be given to either the studentôs Science teacher 
or Mrs Loakes,  Exams Officer.  Each entry costs 
£3.50 and payments must be made with the exam 
entry. 
 

Year 11 Science Exam Entries  
Year 11 students must decide by Friday 22nd January if 
they are sitting the higher or foundation structured 
exam paper in March and June .  Students need to 
discuss this with their Science teacher so the correct 
entry is made for them. 
 

Mrs Taylor, Science Department 

 

 

Venue Herder-Gymnasium Berlin-Lichtenberg 
Dates  German group in England  - 
  8th to 15th June 2010  
 English group in Germany - 
  21st to 29th June 2010 
Cost £250 per student 
Letter and application form available on the VLE or contact  
Mrs Hudson, Languages Department. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_8435000/8435076.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_8435000/8435076.stm
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News from PE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Will Dyer, Tom Cooke-Neill, James 
Hare, Jacob O' Sullivan and Barnaby Houston.  The boys 
were invited to play for the Alliance Rugby Team - an elite 
squad selected from rugby clubs to represent Northampton 

against other county teams. 

  

 

Î The will be on Thursday, 

 14th January, 2010 at 6.15 pm in the Library -  
 ALL WELCOME.

Î 

ü Curry Night at the Voujon - £100 
ü Wizard of Oz refreshments/raffle - £350 
ü Christmas Concert refreshments/raffle - £200 
ü Staff Christmas raffle - £118 (thanks to Mrs Meakin) 

 

Î - we are collecting 

unwanted mobiles and unwanted/broken costume 
jewellery.  Please bring items along to reception.  Names 
of those donating will be entered into a prize draw to win 
an MP3 player.  All donations will be greatly appreciated.   

 

Î The PTA are planning a for the 

Spring - if you are able to offer any  'Promises' please 
contact the school and a member of the PTA will get in 
touch with you.  

December 09  1st £60 RM & AT Gilbride 
   2nd £40 Dawn Williams 
 3rd £30 P Nicholson 
   4th £20 RA & CA Cadman 
 

 

Buy a 200 Club ticket today!  Please contact the 
school for details - 01604 740641 

We are collecting the top of the front page of all Daily Mail 
or Mail on Sunday newspapers (the mastheads).  If we 
collect 1,000 mastheads we will receive a free Gilbert 
training kit including; 12 training balls, 50 training cones with 
a metal carrier, 10 training bibs and 1 ball bag. For 2,000 
mastheads we will  receive the super bag of kit which 
includes all of the above plus 6 Gilbert Dimension match 
balls, 1 ball pressure gauge, 6 water bottles and carrier, 1 
coach's laptop bag and a team kit bag.  
 
PLUS every school that sends in their mastheads to claim 
their free kit will also be entered into a competition to win a 
KICKING CLINIC with England kicking coaches PAUL 
GRAYSON and JON CALLARD.  
 
The closing date for entries is January 31st, 2010. THERE 
ARE COLLECTION BOXES IN THE FOYER AND IN THE 
PE DEPARTMENT.  Thank you. 

Northampton Saints versus Leicester Tigers 
6th February 2010 

If you are interested in attending this fixture please 
collect a letter from the PE department 

bad weather  
 

The school was closed on 6th January as the county 
council cancelled all school bus services.   
 

Here is a reminder of our emergency plans in the event of 
heavy snow resulting in school closure: 
 

In the event of heavy snow overnight the school may be 
closed.  In order to check if this decision has been taken 
please see our website (a message will be displayed 
between 7.00 and 7.30 am) or listen to BBC Radio 
Northampton (104.2 or 103.6FM) or Northants 96 
(96.6FM). The County Council website also has up-to-date 
information - www.northamptonshire.gov.uk 
Please ensure you have discussed emergency 
arrangements with your child in the event of the bus not 
arriving in the morning, either for bad weather or other 
reasons.  
 

If there is heavy snow during the day and it is forecast 
for this to continue, a decision may be taken to send 
students home early.  If parents are out at work please 
could they ensure that arrangements have been made and 
their child knows what to do and where to go.  With almost 
1350 students, it is not possible to contact parents 
individually or to let students use the school 
switchboard.  The school website will carry up to date 
information on bus departures.  Staff will always remain on 
the premises until the last student has gone. 
 

If there are icy conditions please could students make 
sure they move round school carefully as we are not able 
to grit every outside area.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.   
Mrs Staley, Headteacher 


