
YEAR

8

7
YEAR

Band 
Skills

Riffs

Band 
Skills

Film 
Music

9
YEAR

10
YEAR

11
YEAR

Folk 
Music

Video 
Game 
Music

Jazz

Perform

Listen
Compose

Course-
work

EXAM 
REVISION

FINAL 
GCSE
EXAM

Music 

Am, C, G –  
keyboard, 
guitar

Vocal
skills

Basic rock 
rhythm – 
drum-kit

Reading 
tab

Reading basic 
pitch notation

Reading basic 
rhythm 
notation/time 
signatures

Ensemble 
Skills

Chords and 
Triads Am, C 
and G

Major/
minor

Exploring 
texture - 
countermelody

Arranging

Composing 
riffs

Melody 
writing – 
Great 
Composers

Musical 
Elements

12-bar 
blues

I, IV, V

Seventh 
Chords

Ensemble 
Skills

Compositional 
devices –  leitmotif, 
drone, ostinato, 
sequence

Extended Writing

Harmony - 
dischord

Explore 
melodic line 
AABA

Composing to a 
brief. Refining 
and critiquing

Developing a 
Melody from 
a motif

More 
advanced 
solo G1

Ensemble Skills - 
accuracy, 
ensemble skill, 
interpretation

AoS1: 
Forms and  
Devices 

Set 
Work 
AoS 1

AoS 2: 
Blues and 
Jazz

AoS 2: 
Musical 
Theatre

Advanced
harmony 
and texture 
study

AoS 3: Film 
Music

Performance 
Portfolio Prep 
– Ensemble 
and Solo

Free 
Comp

Exam Brief 
CompositionFree 

Composition

Further 
AoS 1, 2 
and 4.

Performance 
Portfolio 
Recording

Revision and 
Exam 
Technique 
Practice

Harmonising with 
primary chords

Compose 
contrasting  
chord 
sequences 
in D minor

Step Up to 
GCSE 
Music 
Theory

Basslines 
with 
passing 
notes

Keyboard 
Skills 1

Reading 
treble clef 
sharps and 
flats

Good posture, 
technique, 
fingering on 
keyboard

Understanding 
Chords

The 
Orchestra

Families of the 
Orchestra and 
The Elements

Ensemble 
Skills 2

All 
About 

The Bass

Bass Clef 
notation

Walking Bass, 
Alberti bass, 
Riffs

Dance 
Music

Play/compose 
chord 
sequences

Compose 
simple bass 
lines

Hamilton

Increase 
rhythmic 
scope of 
melodies 
on 
keyboard

Create rhythmic 
accompaniments

Extending 
keyboard 
skills

Add single note or 
chord 
accompaniment

Improvise melodies with 
a strong awareness of key

Explore 
melodic line

V
o

cal W
o

rk -Year 7
: ro

u
n

d
s; Year 8

: 2
-3

 
p

art; Year 9
: 2

-3
 p

arts

Ensemble 
Skills

Exploring 
musical 
journeys
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