
YEAR

8

7
YEARIntro to 

Beliefs 
and 

Ethics

Messages 
of Jesus

Equality 
and 

Sikhism

Global 
Religions

9
YEAR

10
YEAR

11
YEAR

Beliefs 
about 

Life

Paper 1 
Islamic 
Beliefs

Paper 2
Relationships 
and Marriage

Paper 2:  
Peace 
and 

Conflict

EXAM 
REVISION

FINAL 
GCSE
EXAM

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

The Nature of 
God, Nicene 
Creed,  The Trinity

Paper 2: 
Human 
Rights 

and Social 
Justice

Paper 2: 
Crime and 

Punishment

Incarnation, 
Crucifixion, 
Resurrection 
& Ascension

HWK menus 
with research 
opportunities
Exam-style Qs, 
Scaffolded 
longer 
questions
End of Topic 
Tests

Resurrection 
of the dead, 
Judgement, 
Life after 
death

Worship, 
Prayer,
Sacraments
Pilgrimage
Festivals

Community 
Evangelism
Worldwide 
Church

The Tawhid 
Muhammad,
Authority,
Shi’a & Sunni 
Beliefs about 
Allah, Tawhid, 
Angels

Predestination 
Life after 
Death, 
Prophethood, 
Risalah

HWK Menus 
including exam Qs 
(Structured 12-
Mark Questions 
with writing 
frames)
End of Topic Tests
Self-Study Guide 
Questions
Full PPE P1

The 5 
Pillars, 
Jihad, 
Festivals

Heaven & Hell
Salvation
Role of Christ 
in Salvation

Human Sexuality,
Contraception,
Marriage,
Divorce

Families,
Purpose of 
Families,
Gender 
Equality,

Right War
Peace, Justice, 
Reconciliation,
Peaceful Protest,
Responses to 
Violence

Reasons for 
War, WMD,
Just War,
Holy War, 
Pacificism, 
Responses

Why do people 
commit crime?
Aims of 
Punishment, 

Treatment of 
Criminals
Forgiveness,
Capital 
Punishment,

Prejudice, 
Discrimination, 
Religious 
Freedom, 
Disability, Race

Wealth & 
Poverty, 
Exploitation of 
Poor, Giving to 
the Poor

Practice 
Examination 
Papers

Assessments- all 
GCSE Qs  
HWK exam Qs 
(Structured 12-
Mark Questions 
with writing 
frames)
End of Topic Tests
Self-Study Guide 
Questions

Facts, beliefs 
and opinions

Reasons  
for 
belief

Religious use 
of symbols, 
example of the 
Trinity

Places of 
worship 

Religious and 
scientific beliefs 
about the beginning 
of the universe

What is 
Beliefs and 
Ethics?

HWK options for unit one 
based on religious symbols.

Assessment 1 
– Letter to 
Aliens 
describing 
Earth’s 
beliefs.

How religious 
began – role of 
individuals

Who was 
Jesus?

What made Jesus 
stand out? Miracles; 
forgiveness; Christian 
love and equality.  
Links to relevance for 
Christians today.

Christian 
beliefs about 
the 
Resurrection

Assessment 2 
– Was Jesus 
the Messiah?  
Use of 
religious text.

HWK write your own 
parable competition.  
Encourage creativity 
with presentation.

Are all people 
worth the 
same?

Sexism; racism; and 
homophobia – links 
to differing religious 
beliefs and current 
examples 

Sikh beliefs 
and practices 
about equality

HWK options for a creative 
task on ending racism.

Assessment 3 – 
GCSE style short 
questions about 
Sikhism and 
equality.

War, 
Peace 
and 

Justice

Is it right to die 
or kill for 
belief?

Debate and 
discussion 
of who 
‘owns’ life

Aims of 
punishment 
and the death 
penalty

Can violence 
or war be 
justified?

Causes of war 
and weapons 
used today

Terrorism 
and Jihad

Year 8 
Assessments – 
Debate based, 
with different 
formats – 
linked to GCSE 
style questions; 
role play; 
presentation.

Stem Cells & 
Genetic 
EngineeringUse of 

Animals

The 
environment 
and 
stewardship

HWKs – research based; creative; formal question; gathering opinion  

Paper 1 
Islamic 

Practices

Paper 1 
Christian 

Beliefs

Paper 1 
Christian 
Practices

Origins
Evolution
Creation

Life after 
Death 
and the 
Afterlife

Relationships

Religious 
views on 
relationships

Reasons for 
crime, The 
Law, Role of 
Punishment

Abortion & 
Euthanasia

Animal 
testing

Key 
features 
of global 
religions

Islam
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