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At Guilsborough Academy, inclusion is embedded in everything we do. We believe that good quality
teaching for students with SEND is good teaching for all,  and we are committed to creating a clam

environment so that every student can thrive academically, socially and emotionally. 

Our approach is underpinned by our core values of Respect, Aspiration, Responsibility and Equality.
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Our Inclusive Vision 

SEMH Intervention 
At Guilsborough, we provide a number of interventions to support our students social, emotional and mental
health (SEMH) needs. Interventions include low mood, self-esteem, anxiety, ELSA, Thrive and Zones of
regulation. 

As a school, we have identified the need in school for additional support in this area of need and are pleased
to announce that we now have 4 trained Thrive practitioners in school and 3 ELSAs who will provide 1:1
intervention and small group work. 

Thrive 
The Thrive Approach is a trauma-sensitive, developmental model that helps children and young people
understand and regulate their emotions. Rooted in neuroscience, attachment theory, and child
development research, Thrive provides educators with tools to identify emotional needs and respond with
targeted support. It is particularly effective for pupils who may be experiencing emotional distress or
behavioural challenges, offering both universal and individualised interventions.

ELSA
ELSA is an Emotional Literacy Support Assistant. ELSAs are warm, kind and caring people who want to
make children and young people feel happy in school and reach their potential socially , emotionally and
academically.  They support the children and young person’s emotional development and help them cope
with life’s challenges from emotional literacu to active listening.   



Young Carers 
Twelve of our Young Carers enjoyed a fantastic trip to
Birdland, where they spent the day exploring,
learning about these amazing birds and making
lasting memories together. 

One of the highlights of the visit was the opportunity
to interact with the parrots. Students were able to
feed and even hold a variety of parrots, giving them a
unique hands-on experience and a chance to learn
more about these colourful and intelligent birds. 

As they explored the park, the group saw parrots of
all types, along with many other fascinating animals
including meercats and my personal favourite the
Patagonian Mara.  However, the clear favourite of the
day were the capybaras. Their calm nature and
friendly appearance made them an instant hit with
all the students, who thoroughly enjoyed seeing
them up close. 

The trip provided a wonderful opportunity for
students to spend time together, build confidence
and enjoy a well-deserved day out. The children were
a credit to the school throughout the visit, showing
excellent behaviour, enthusiasm and curiosity. 

Miss Runiewicz

Over recent months, Guilsborough have taken an active
role in supporting West Northamptonshire Local
Authority in relation to developments in adaptive
teaching and the inclusive provision toolkit. As part of the
ongoing support, Mr Frazer is now a member of the
SEND advisory board for West Northants and is playing
an active role in enhancing provision across the county.

Guilsborough hosted the Adaptive Teaching Network in
July and welcomed leaders/SENDCOs/Professionals from
across the county to review the finalised toolkit, share
good practice and resources and plan future professional
learning. 

To ensure that parents/carers are kept up-to-date with
recent developments, we have asked the SEND
Specialist Teacher from the local authority to attend our
first SEND parents forum of the year on Wednesday 18
November. Please click on the QR code below if you
would like to attend.

th

Community Networking 

SEND PARENT FORUM SIGN UP



SEND Football Festival Success

A group of Guilsborough pupils recently had the fantastic
opportunity to attend the Northamptonshire FA SEND Football

Festival at Kettering Sports Park.
The festival was designed to provide fun, inclusive football activities
for pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
aged 5–15, while also raising awareness of the pan-disability and

SEND football opportunities available across the county.

We were delighted to be part of this inaugural event, which
welcomed more than 260 students from schools across

Northamptonshire. Throughout the day, our pupils demonstrated
excellent teamwork, enthusiasm, resilience and sportsmanship while
taking part in a wide range of engaging football activities. The festival

created an environment where every participant could enjoy being
active, develop confidence and experience success, regardless of

ability.

The event was supported by student leaders from Wrenn School,
alongside coaches from Kingsthorpe Jets FC, Wellingborough Town
FC Limitless and Northampton Town Community Trust, all of whom

helped create a positive and inclusive experience for everyone
involved.

Opportunities such as this are incredibly valuable for our pupils,
providing a chance to build confidence, develop social skills, try new
activities and celebrate their strengths in a supportive setting. It was
wonderful to see so many smiles throughout the day and to witness

our pupils embracing every opportunity on offer.

A huge thank you to Northamptonshire FA, Northamptonshire Sport
and all of the organisations involved for delivering such a successful

and enjoyable event. We look forward to supporting future SEND
Football Festivals and continuing to promote inclusive sporting

opportunities for all our pupils.

Inclusion Awards
In the final week of term, we clebrated those
students who have consistently demonstrated our
core values, have gone and above and beyond or
faced significant barriers to their learning. This year
the inclusion awards went to;
 

Year 7 - Alfie Castletine-Jackson

Year 8 - Jesse Styant 

Year 9 - Chloe Chapman  

Year 10 - Jacob Shiel 

Alfie has had a very successful
transition to Guilsborough and

received 4 separate department
awards during the evening 



Mental Health Support



Summer Events 

There are 100s of workshops
over the summer holidays

through the West Northants
events page

Use the QR codes to sign up
and find out more information 



Summer Events 



SEND Events 



Families may also find the following local services helpful: 

SEND & Education Support 
West Northants SEND Local Offer: www.westnorthants.gov.uk/localoffer  
Inclusion & Intervention Support Team (IIST):
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/family-offer-inclusion-and-intervention-
support-team

Emotional Wellbeing & Mental Health  
Children and Young People Mental Health Support:
www.westnorthants.gov.uk/mentalhealth/children 
CAMHS Accessed via GP or school referral: 

www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/mental-health-support/

Family Help
West Northants Family Help: 

        https://nctrust.co.uk/support-for-children-and-families 
 Family Hubs: 

        https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/family-hubs/best-start-life-family-hubs
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NEED SUPPORT OR HAVE ANY QUESTIONS?

If you have any questions about SEND support at Guilsborough Academy,
please contact the SEND Team. We are always happy to listen and work

with you.

Together, we will ensure every student feels supoprted, included and able
to succeed. 

We know that the strongest outcomes come from close collaboration with
parents and carers. Families are involved in: 

 
Planning and reviewing support 
Sharing insight into their child’s strengths and needs 
Regular communication with staff 
Decision-making around next steps and interventions 

Your voice matters, and we value working together to support your child.

Working In Partnership with Families

Local Support for Familiies
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